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Creating the capacity for new jobs 
and new wealth in NC’s Northeast 

 
Fact:  Every day over 
111 million cars travel 

on US Highway 17 
through North Carolina 
for both commerce and 

tourism. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE 

In the past 10 years, North Carolina's Northeast has seen unprecedented improve-
ments in our regional transportation infrastructure. By land, sea or air, you can quickly 
and efficiently transport your products anywhere in the world.  

Transportation 

 
Highways and Byways 
Multi-laned highways traverse North Carolina’s 
Northeast Region to take you anywhere you need to 
go. Interstate Highway I-95, Interstate Quality US 
Highway 64; and US Highways 17, 264 and 158 
place our region within a day’s drive of 75% of the 
U.S. population. Over 60 motor freight carriers serve 
the region.  

Air Travel 
Raleigh-Durham International, Richmond Interna-
tional, and Norfolk International Airports are served 
by most major airlines with direct flights to major 
cities, including Washington, D.C., New York, Chi-
cago, Dallas, Detroit, Los Angeles and more. More 
than 200 destinations around the world can be 
reached with a single connection.  

Railways 
North Carolina’s Northeast is served by CSX Trans-
portation & Norfolk Southern railroads, along with 
several shortline railroads, including NC/VA Rail-
road, Chesapeake Albemarle Railroad, and Carolina 
Coastal Railways. Regional facilities offer loading 
and unloading, and  piggyback service. AMTRAK 
passenger rail service is available in nearby Rocky 
Mount, NC, Newport News,  and Richmond, VA.  

Highways 

Airports 

Waterways 
North Carolina’s Northeast Region is accessible to 
three modern deep-water ports in Wilmington and 
Morehead City, NC as well as the Virginia Ports in 
the Hampton Roads Area of Virginia - the second 
busiest port on the US East Coast. A number of our 
business/industrial sites are less than an hour’s 
drive from the Port of Virginia via four-laned US 
Highway 17.  
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Electricity 
Supplies of electricity in North Carolina’s 
Northeast Region are abundant for the 
future and service reliability is rated 
among the best in the nation. These 
electric service providers invest in en-
ergy, community volunteer opportunities 
and the environment.  In some areas of 
the region, a business has a choice of 
the electrical service provider. 
Electrical Service Providers in North 
Carolina’s Northeast Region include: 
• Dominion NC Power 
• Albemarle Electric Membership Cor-

poration 
• Halifax Electric Membership Corpo-

ration 
• Roanoke Electric Cooperative 
• Tideland Electric Membership Corpo-

ration 
• Edgecombe-Martin Electric Member-

ship Corporation  
• Progress Energy  
• Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative 

Communications and 
other utility infrastruc-

ture are being in-
creased with county 

and regional grants for 
increased capacity.  
Our county govern-

ments are continually 
seeking creative op-
portunities to finance 

capital projects. 

Natural Gas 
Piedmont Natural Gas is the natural gas 
supplier in North Carolina’s Northeast Re-
gion.  

Communications 
Most major business districts and em-
ployment centers in North Carolina's 
Northeast Region are served by fiber-
optic based infrastructure. The overall 
coverage rate for high-speed Internet is 
80.4% in the sixteen county area. 
 
This infrastructure consists of SONET 
fiber optic ring technology connecting 
customer locations with serving central 
offices. Additionally, SONET ring archi-
tecture is used to connect central offices 
and multiple POP locations. Digital cen-
tral office switches are used in major 
business districts and employment cen-
ters in the Northeast Region. Sufficient 
fiber infrastructure flexibility is available 
to provide customized fiber network ar-
rangements to meet any customer's spe-
cific voice, data, or video needs. 

Fact:  The coastal area 
of North Carolina is the 
location of current wind 
turbine research that 
will propel the future of 
alternative energy 
sources. 

Water & Sewer 
Communities in North Carolina’s North-
east continually update water and sewer 
infrastructure. North Carolina’s Northeast 
and its communities have benefited 
greatly from state wide bond referendums, 
the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, 
the NC Rural Economic Development 
Center, and Federal programs like USDA 
and EDA that have expanded water and 
sewer availability and capacity throughout 
the region.  


